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Pupil power at St Patrick’s

The students are in charge at a primary school in North Lanarkshire — at least when the children’s councilis in

session. From fighting in the toilets to dirty cutlery in the canteen, no issueis left uncovered

£2,000 AWARD
ST PATRICK’S PRIMARY
SCHOOL,
NEW STEVENSON,
NORTH LANARKSHIRE

Children’s council [citizenship,
ages5-11)

tifled  whis echo
 around the library at St
Patrick’s primary school
as 18 pupils take their
 seats for the second chil-
" dren’s council meeting of
the year. Theyoungest members are
from primary 2 class and are bothso
small they ean barely see over thetop
ofthetable.

The chair, Laura Martin, begins
by asking if the council feels the
headteacher has dealt with
concerns raised the week before.
There is lots of nodding and the
eouncil’s assentis minuted.

Then they move on to current
concerns: primary 3 delegates
report fightingin theinfants’ toilets,
primary+ are worried that the older
pupils keep kicking their football
away, and primary & say that pupils
have been “handling the cutlery” in
the dinner hall. (All the ime head-
teacher Catherine Adair is taking
note of the points raised and
addresseseachin turn.) The chair
then asks the council to propose
solutions, which is where the hard
thinking begins ...

So who iz making the newly
washed cutlery dirty? Delicately,
someone suggests that the knives
and forks are not always entirely
clean when they come out of the
dishwasher. The head is swifthyde-
puted to talk to the dinner ladies.

And what about the football prob-
lem? A brief enquiry and it turns out
the younger ones' games are en-
eroaching on the older pupilsplay-
ground area. Hands shootup in the
air as ananimated discussion ensues
about swapping the playground
around to glj?vz\tl;ge foot b%]]:gmare
space

The discussion isnotad hoe, either.
All points raised at the meeting will
e been di d durinzcirdet
{atime set aside for each 3.asstota]k
through their problems openly with
their peers and teacher). They will
then have been voted on bythe class
before being taken forward to the
eouneil meeting,
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There's also council time forpos-
itive feedback. A sponsored skip and
using the newlaptops have appar-
ently gone down well with pupils
overthe past week.

In fact, the counecil has played an
important role in running the school
fior the last six years, and its recent
success in organising a traffic safety

oject has shown pupilsthat takin,
;ion can make F:g‘al diﬁ'erenceg.
Adair explains how pupils felt itwas
unsafe for parents to use the road
outside the school as a pick-up and
drop-off point. The issue kept re-
emerging at couneil meetings and
letters she had written to parents
were having no effect.

“Eventually, I said to the council
that I can put out the message in as
many newsletters asyou like, but you
are going tohave totell your parents.
Some ofthe children suggested writ-
ing to the police, asking them to
eome and book everybody!

“Well, theydid writealetter and, on

receiving it, the police decided some-
thing had to be done, so there was an
action week across all local schools.
Police and primary 7 volunteerswere
atowrschool gates every momingand
evening explaining their worries to
parents who were driving up, and
we've nat had a problem sinee’

This successful initiative was
highlighted by primary 2 class
teacher Gerry O'Neill in her entry
tothe BT Schools Awards. She kept
the school’s application short and
simple but tEought it was vital
that the judges heard what the
children had to say about the
council’s impact

“Ihad theideaof including a tape
of the children discussing what it
meant to them, so T asked a group of

'mar_\'?s.whoweretheve(y}:rst

legates when the council started,
if they'd mind having achat about it.
Tputthemin a quiet room and went
away and justleft them to it. Their
tape went in with the entry and 1

think that might have given us
theedge”

The award will support the
council’s work by paying for the de-
velopment of a school website, which
will help delegates communicate
their ideas with the local commu-
nity. Up-coming agenda items and a
full archive of minutes will be avail-
able on the site. The councils
newsletterwill also be posted online,
as well as being available in a fiull-
colour format thanks to a colour

‘The systemworks
becauseit's people
theirown age. It’s
easier for us to talk
tothemthanfora
teacher,which
might feel bossy’

printer that the children chose to
buy with some ofthe award money.

Laura, the chair of the ecuncil,
believes the system works. “Wehear
different points of view and we pick
the best one,”she says. “I think Ft‘f\e
other pupils] take notice of us
because some of them have been
delegates before and they under-
stand how we do it. It's becanse its
people their own age, and it's easier
for us to talk to them than for a
teacher, which might feel bossy”

Kieran Breen, a primary 7
delegate, is enjoying a second stint
onthe couneil. “I think itsbetter for
the whole school heeause if there's
bad stuff going on it has the chance
to be fived. Sometimes the others
take more notice of us, because all of
us agreed. Ifits serious, like fighti
over football, the whele chss%jhﬁgl‘%

t mded byus deciding, but it
o take ot ®

s SipatsnewSteren 0N o0Tg 1tk
Louise Tickle

Amevoo



